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Introduction

What
This guide is intended to get more school 
children and their parents or guardians 
to cycle, walk or wheel to school. 

It has been designed to help local 
authorities engage children, parents, 
guardians and schools to put in 
place effective initiatives, events and 
campaigns. 

It is intended as a useful, practical 
document. We’ve undertaken research to 
ensure this guide promotes interventions 
that have worked previously. 

We welcome the feedback of children, 
guardians, parents, schools and local 
authorities. We’ll integrate this feedback 
into future versions of this guide. 

Why
There are many benefits to children and 
young adults travelling actively to school. 
Walking, wheeling or cycling 
builds a child’s self-confidence and 
independence.1 It is an easy way to 
integrate exercise into children’s day. 
Physical activity appears to improve 
children’s academic outcomes.2

There are also wider community 
benefits. Fewer cars outside schools 
should increase safety and improve air 
quality. It could decrease the number of 
cars on the road. 

A poll by Sustrans Cymru showed that 
78.2% of Welsh primary school children 
want to travel actively to school.3 
Currently, 51% travel by car.4 Local 
authorities have a key role to play in 
making this change happen. 

How
Transport for Wales and Welsh 
Government are working with local 
authorities to change the way people 
travel. We’re doing that through targeted 
interventions that we know work. 

This guide provides a number of 
interventions, events and campaigns to 
be run at a local level. These are intended 
for communications professionals to use 
to promote active travel. These are key 
messaging to help overcome barriers to 
more children travelling actively to school. 

It highlights a number of interventions 
that have been shown to work. We will 
update these case studies and tools as 
we better understand what works for 
communities in Wales. 
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Travelling to school can become a 
commuuncal event. 

Groups like Sustrans 
Ask for volunteers from parents and 
guardians who already cycle. 

Run 

Create a community

78.2% 
of Welsh children 
would prefer to 
get to school by 
active means5 

Families could save 
money by walking 
to school over  
taking the car6 

60% of 
primary school 
children live 
within a mile of 
their school7 
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Key messaging

Safety
Concern around safety is often cited as 
a reason why parents do not want their 
children to walk, wheel or cycle to school.8 
It is important that any promotion of cycling 
engages with these legitimate concerns. 
Messaging could stress the increased 
independence children who travel actively 
to school.9 

Other UK local authorities have had success 
with closing roads around schools to cars 
during drop-off and pick-up times. Local 
authorities can apply for funding through 
the Safe Routes in Communities grant to 
develop school streets schemes.

Local authorities could tie in active travel 
promotion with wider road safety events. 
For example, Living Streets research has 
shown an increase in children walking or 
cycling to school when 20mph speed limits 
are introduced.10 

Money saving 
Walking, wheeling and cycling to school 
is potentially cheaper than driving.11 
Highlighting the money saved on fuel, 
parking and repairs could be helpful 
messaging. 

It is important to recognise that cycling 
comes with an often substantial initial 
outlay. Surveys have shown more 
primary school children in Wales scoot 
or skate to school—this may be another 
mode to highlight.12 Cycle hire and 
second hand sales are another way 
pupils can get into cycling more cheaply. 

To prevent and mitigate against theft, 
encourage schools to have enough 
secure cycle and scooter parking. 

Time saving
Walking, wheeling and cycling to school 
can be faster than driving. 60% of 
primary pupils live within a mile of their 
school.13 This represents a walk or wheel 
of under 20 minutes and a much faster 
scoot or cycle. 

To reinforce this message, local authorities 
and schools could work with Sustrans Cymru 
on their Active Journeys programme. 

Some parents and guardians report 
that they do not have time to walk or 
wheel with their child to school and 
reach work on time.14 They could benefit 
from collective community measures 
such as walking and cycling buses. 
Local authorities could also encourage 
businesses to increase flexible working 
and working from home to allow 
parents and guardians to travel actively 
with their children.

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/oryjkyte/school_streets_toolkit.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/oryjkyte/school_streets_toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/safe-routes-communities-grants-guidance-applicants-2024-2025-html
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/wales/active-journeys-programme-in-wales
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Health 
Regularly walking, wheeling and cycling 
to school could help improve the physical 
health of children and young people.15 

A walk or wheel of thirty minutes or 
more to school and back could help 
fulfil the activity guidelines of the Chief 
Medical Officer. Currently, less than half 
of Welsh children reach this goal.16 

As far as possible, involve children and 
young adults in planning and leading 
events, engagement and campaigns.17 
This will help embed active travel in their 
everyday lives.

Environmental
The Welsh Government has set the goal 
of 45% of journeys being undertaken by 
sustainable means by 2040.18 Increasing 
the frequency of children travelling 
actively to school is a key part of this. 

Cars produce localised air and noise 
pollution. Cars idling at the school gate 
can increase air pollution. Reducing 
the number of children being driven to 
school can help reduce this pollution. 
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Campaigns that work

Start small
Start small. Travel behaviour does not 
change overnight. Success could be a 
person walking to school one day a week 
where before they drove every day. 

Start with one-off events that coincide 
with special days or weeks. These one-
off events can then build up to more 
frequent events throughout the year. 

Living Streets runs a Walk to School 
Week in May. Sustrans runs a Big 
Walk and Wheel event in March. Their 
websites have lots of child-friendly 
campaign material. 

Living Streets runs a more general 
National Walking Month in May. 

Make it fun	
If children enjoy their commute to 
school, they are more likely to stick with 
it. For younger children, gameifying 
their journey to school can often 
be successful.19 For older children, 
emphasing the social aspect can  
encourage teenagers to travel more 
actively.20

Living Streets has a Walk to School 
Challenge that rewards children for 
travelling actively to school. It allows schools 
to track how their pupils travel to school. 

It is vital to engage them effectively. 
Use simple language and messaging 
to ensure that children of all ages can 
engage. As far as possible, involve 
children and young adults in planning 
and leading events, engagement and 
campaign activities.21 

Create a community
Initiatives that target schools are more 
likely to be successful than targeting 
individual children. Embedding School 
Travel Plans can help build a dedicated 
community of people who commute by 
walking and wheeling. 

Setting up a walking or cycling bus can 
encourage more pupils to get involved. 
The Safe Routes Partnership have a step-
by-step guide to setting up a walking 
bus. Sustrans have a set of resources for 
setting up a FRideDays Bike Bus. 

Research has shown that the success of 
these buses rely on committed members 
of staff or enthusiastic parents or 
guardians.22 Local authorities might want 
to set up a network of people interested 
in and already running buses to better 
support them.

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/wtsw
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/wtsw
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/national-walking-month
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2023/wales/active-travel-school-planning-in-wales/#ATSP
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2023/wales/active-travel-school-planning-in-wales/#ATSP
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/resources/toolkit/step-step
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/resources/toolkit/step-step
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/campaigns/fridedays-bike-bus/
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Embedding successes
Effectively evaluating events and 
campaigns can ensure that the right 
audience are reached and influenced. 
Encourage primary schools to take part 
in the annual Travel to School Hands 
Up Survey. The results from this survey 
inform school travel planning at a local 
and national level. 

Encourage schools who are new to 
active travel planning to join national 
networks such as the Welsh Network of 
Healthy School Schemes.

Schools could incorporate active travel 
into their curriculum. This would help 
contribute to the Health and Wellbeing 
Area of Learning and Experience in the 
new Curriculum for Wales. 

https://phw.nhs.wales/travel-to-school-hands-up-survey/
https://phw.nhs.wales/travel-to-school-hands-up-survey/
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/welsh-network-of-healthy-school-schemes/
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/welsh-network-of-healthy-school-schemes/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
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