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Date issued:  20th of September 2024

Freedom of Information Request 223/24

You asked us…
1.      How many mature trees/shrubs/other vegetation have TFW removed under the ‘vegetation management’ scheme across the whole South Wales rail system to prepare for the electrification of the network?
2.      What are TFW’s plans going forward (with timelines) to offset this huge loss of greenery to comply with the WG’s Environment Act and the Future Generations Act, particularly as in the WG’s own words, we are in a ‘climate emergency’?
As a public funded body (predominantly through Welsh Government/Welsh taxpayers), what is/are TFW going to do to mitigate this huge loss of vegetation/shrubs/trees/wildlife habitat across the whole network going forward?
RESPONSE

Question 1

It is important to note that of the figures detailed below many of these trees were removed as they were Dead, Diseased, or dying (DDD) or were removed as it was safety critical to do so, in some cases the trees were removed for maintenance, not all of these trees were removed for the purpose of electrification of the network as in the question.  

Between 2020 and March 2024 23,199 Small Medium and Large trees were removed on the CVL Metro Project the table recording trees determining size as below. 
As of April 2024, we have changed the way we report to better break down these figures, 2780 small trees, 761 medium trees and 297 large trees have been removed. 

Total of 27,037 of which 130 were safety critical removals and 3,788 were DDD
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Question 2

We will undertake biodiversity enhancements post energisation; we need to undertake all essential maintenance and energisation works first, so once this is complete, we will be able to fully understand and assess all available options for enhancement on the CVL.  This will include a full review of our lineside assets and what/where we can maximise wildlife benefits. This will include habitat creation and habitat enhancement; where appropriate. Tree planting will not always be the best option for wildlife in some areas. This will create better, bigger, more robust and connected habitats for native wildlife and introduce new life alongside our railway network. More information can be found in our FAQs Vegetation management | TfW 

With regards to timescales, we are currently awaiting the publication of the outcomes of the Environmental principles, governance and biodiversity Recovery Targets white paper consultation, further guidance issued to public bodies from Welsh Government via the Welsh Government/NRW Net Benefits for Biodiversity (NBB) working group and Best Practice Guidelines from CIEEM. We do not want to pre-empt this, due to risks associated with our strategy not aligning with revised biodiversity recovery targets and the final NBB guidance, and risks of public expenditure without full backing or rationale; as a public body we will be spending public money and need to ensure that this is spent appropriately.  

We are compliant with Section 6 of the Environment Act and our reports are published on our website Ecology and biodiversity | Transport for Wales (tfw.wales)

There is also further information in our Biodiversity Action Plan Biodiversity-Action-Plan_Update-May23.pdf (tfw.wales) which is aligned with Welsh legislation. 

With regards to the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act - we will be developing a vegetation management plan for the Core Valley Lines as part of our climate change adaptation and resilience strategy. The plan will seek to ensure that we maintain vegetation in places (where appropriate) to increase the resilience of our assets (such as earthworks), provide shade in hot temperatures and slow down rainfall and water run off - this will have to be balanced with ensuring trackside vegetation is managed to maintain safety. We will also be reviewing any new planting in relation to climate change - some species for example will be more tolerant of extreme winds and temperature changes and as such could be more suitable on trackside locations.

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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Recording of Trees, determining sizes, S, M & L

Level ground medium vegetation clearance:
Small trees less than 150mm girth, shrubs, bushes, hedges and general vegetation

Level ground heavy vegetation clearance:
Medium trees 151mm to 500mm girth, large shrubs and hedges.

Roped access tree felling and removal:
Small trees 500mm - 1000mm girth at 4.5ft DBH from ground level.

Roped access tree felling and removal:
Medium trees 1000mm - 2000mm girth at 4.5ft DBH from ground level.

Roped access tree felling and removal:
Large trees 2000mm - 3000mm girth at 4.5ft DBH from ground level.
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