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Date issued:  06 March 2025

Freedom of Information Request 34/24

You asked us…
Why has work stopped on the Ynyswen train station in Rhondda Cynon Taff? Original plans were for it to be opened last year. What has caused this delay and when will work recommence?
RESPONSE

As part of the South Wales Metro programme, we have undertaken extensive work to transform and upgrade the Treherbert line. This has included the installation of new modern signalling, the electrification of the line, and the addition of three track loops at strategic locations, enabling us to increase the number of services that can operate on the line in the future.
As part of this work, we installed a new track loop through Ynyswen station. In 2023, work began to upgrade the station to accommodate the newly installed second railway track, including:
· a new second platform to accommodate the track loop;
· an Access for All footbridge with step and lift access to each platform;
· drainage works to prevent flooding on the track; and 
· new platform furniture and customer information systems.
Work to upgrade the station continued throughout the closure of the Treherbert line from Spring 2023 to early 2024, including the cladding of the new footbridge and foundations for the new platform. 
In May 2024, the Treherbert line was successfully electrified, and the overhead wires running through Ynyswen station became live. Whilst this has allowed us to introduce new electric trains onto the line and delivering improvements for our customers, it has impacted the available construction access at Ynyswen station. 
Following the energisation of the line, major engineering work can only be performed during periods when the overhead wires are temporarily switched off. This limited access, along with the complexity of the drainage works, has impacted the original programme.
By early February 2025, our teams successfully completed the drainage works surrounding the new station platform and removed the water pumping equipment from the site. They also completed work on the road adjacent to the station, which included installing permanent signage, bollards, and curbs. Following this, work was temporarily paused until April 2025 to allow our teams to plan the necessary access for the final phase of the project. 
The team will return in early April to complete their work, focusing on finishing the new station platform and bridge. All construction work at the station is scheduled to be completed by late summer 2025, enabling us to submit the necessary documentation to the Office for Road and Rail (ORR) to gain authorisation for the station to reopen in November 2025. If there are any changes to this date, we will write to the local community to keep them updated on our progress.

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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