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Date issued: 20th of March 2025

Freedom of Information Request 62/25

You asked us…

I am writing to request a number of details, under the Freedom Of Information Act, regarding TfW’s rolling stock fleet, including any planned future changes. All references to ‘TfW’ in this request include associated entities such as subsidiaries and the Welsh Government. 

Specifically, I am interested to know:
     1.  whether TfW still have any financial/contractual obligations relating to any trains which have left their operational fleet (eg. class 170 and class 143 multiple units)
     2.  whether any TfW rolling stock is owned by the operating arm of TfW, with no lease required. If so, to which items/types of rolling stock does this apply
     3.  where a leasing fee is paid (including internally to other parts of TfW) for any part of the TfW fleet, the following details of each such lease:
         3.1.  a summary of the items/types of rolling stock included in the lease
         3.2.  the full name of the entity from which the stock is leased
         3.3.  the lease start date
         3.4.  the lease end date
         3.5.  whether TfW expects to extend the lease and, if so, for how long
     4.  any plans that TfW has to add additional carriages, locomotives or whole trains to their fleet, with details such as:
         4.1.  the number of units/carriages of each type planned to be added to the TfW fleet
         4.2.  whether these would be owned or leased by TfW
         4.3.  when these are expected to join the TfW fleet and for how long they would be expected to stay
     5.  more information regarding the proposal to modify the class 231 fleet to enable electric operation while running ‘under the wires’
     6.  what, if any, assessment has TfW done regarding enabling electric operation across its entire fleet, including any future types under consideration (item 4 above), to eliminate the consumption of diesel (or alternative fuels) ‘under the wires’

In the case of multiple unit trains, the whole class (eg. class 158 or class 756) may be considered as one ‘type’ for the purposes of this request. However, for locomotives and associated coaches, would you please list them individually (eg. mark 4a SV (service vehicle), mark 3b TSO (Tourist Standard Open), mark 4b DVT (Driving Van Trailer), class 67 (locomotive) etc.)

RESPONSE




Question 1

Transport for Wales is at the point of writing sub-lease the Class 170’s to EMR (East Midland Railway). 

Question 2

Please see the below table of Units Owned by Transport for Wales. 
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Question 3

Please see the below table of units leased by Transport for Wales. There are currently no plans to extend the leases beyond the dates in question. 
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Question 4

There are currently no plans to add any extra rolling stock to the TfW fleet beyond the new class 197, 231, 398 and 756 units that have already been committed.  

Question 5

There’s an option to carry out a Class 231 Hybrid which is currently under review internally at Transport for Wales. There is currently no commitment to proceed with this modification. 

Question 6

Once all the new class 398 and 756 fleets are in service and the planned infrastructure on Core Valleys Lines (CVL) is complete, all operation on the CVL north of Cardiff will be electric / battery only. Beyond the CVL very little of the TfW’s operation is on electrified lines and current plans see the rest of the network continue to be diesel operated. However, when future fleet requirements are considered, for network growth or replacement of the remaining legacy fleets, consideration will be given to utilising electrification infrastructure to reduce emissions.


We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".


image1.emf
Type Drive Mode Leasing 

No of 

Units

No of 

Cars Per 

Unit

No of 

Vehicles

Lease Start Date Lease End Date

Class 153 Diesel Multiple Unit 13 1 13 Vests to Ministers Vests to Ministers

Class 230 Diesel Battery Hybrid 5 3 15 Vests to Ministers Vests to Ministers

Mk4 DVT Trailer Car 9 1 9 Vests to Ministers Vests to Ministers

Mk4 Trailer Car 40 1 40 Vests to Ministers Vests to Ministers

67 77
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Type Drive Mode Leasing 

No of 

Units

No of 

Cars Per 

Unit

No of 

Vehicles

Lease Start Date Lease End Date

Class 67 Diesel Electric Loco DB Cargo UK Limited 14 1 14 14/10/2018 16/10/2033

Class 150/2 Diesel Multiple Unit Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited 31 2 62 14/10/2018 31/03/2027

Class 153 (ATW) Diesel Multiple Unit Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited 3 1 3 14/10/2018 31/12/2026

Class 153 (GWR) Diesel Multiple Unit Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited 5 1 5 14/10/2018 31/12/2026

Class 153 (TfW) Diesel Multiple Unit Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited 9 1 9 14/10/2018 31/12/2026

Class 158/0 Diesel Multiple Unit Angel Trains Limited 24 2 48 14/10/2018 30/04/2027

Class 197/0 Diesel Multiple Unit Cambrain Rail Partnership No.2 LLP 30 2 60 01/10/2023 16/10/2033

Class 197/0 ETCSDiesel Multiple Unit Cambrain Rail Partnership No.2 LLP 21 2 42 01/10/2023 16/10/2033

Class 197/1  Diesel Multiple Unit Cambrain Rail Partnership No.2 LLP 12 3 36 01/10/2023 16/10/2033

Class 197/1 FC Diesel Multiple Unit Cambrain Rail Partnership No.2 LLP 14 3 42 01/10/2023 16/10/2033

Class 231 Diesel Electric Multiple Unit Cambrain Rail Partnership No.1 LLP 11 4 44 01/08/2023 16/10/2033

Class 398 Tram Train 25kV Electrical Multiple Unit Valley Rail Partnerhsip No.2 LLP 36 3 108 01/02/2024 16/10/2033

Class 756/3 Tri Mode Multiple Unit Valley Rail Partnerhsip No.1 LLP 7 3 21 01/06/2024 16/10/2033

Class 756/4 Tri Mode Mulitple Unit Valley Rail Partnerhsip No.1 LLP 17 4 68 01/06/2024 16/10/2033

106 311
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