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Date issued: 1st of August 2025

Freedom of Information Request 184/25

You asked us…

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am requesting information regarding a bridge located over the railway line at the approximate OS Grid Reference point SS 96298 96169 in Treorchy, Rhondda Cynon Taf. This bridge joins Pentwyn Road with the road to the industrial estate.
Specifically, I am seeking information that would demonstrate the bridge's maintenance at public expense and its status as a public right of way, in support of a potential application for a Public Right of Way.
Please provide any of the following information you may hold:
 * Maintenance Records:
1. firstly please confirm if tfw has undertaken any maintenance of the bridge in the last 20 years and the purpose of the most recent upgrade during the valley line electricification.
2. All records relating to the inspection, maintenance, repair, or refurbishment of the bridge at or near SS 96298 96169, from [suggest a reasonable start date, e.g., 1990 or earlier if known] to the present day. Please include details of:
a. Dates of works.
b. Nature of works undertaken.
c. Costs associated with these works.
d. Funding source for these works (e.g., central government, local authority, railway operator, etc.).
e. Any contracts or agreements with third parties for the maintenance of this specific structure.
f. Any scheduled future maintenance plans or budgets allocated for this bridge.
3. Ownership and Responsibility:
a. Documentation identifying the owner of the bridge structure.
b. Documentation identifying the party legally responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the bridge structure and its approaches.
c. Any agreements, easements, or covenants pertaining to the responsibility for this bridge.
4. Public Access and Usage:
a. Any records or internal communications regarding the public use of this bridge, including any historical maps, plans, or documents that denote the bridge as a public access route or footpath.
b. Details of any signage, historical or current, indicating public access or restriction of access to the bridge.
c. Any records of complaints, incidents, or queries relating to public access or lack thereof on this bridge.
5. Classification/Designation:
a. Any internal classification or designation of this bridge within Transport for Wales's asset management system, specifically whether it is considered a public highway bridge, a private bridge with public access, or solely a railway operational bridge.
RESPONSE

Question 1

Transport for Wales have not carried out any maintenance or upgrades on the bridge in the last 20 years.

Question 2

Please see attached examination records.

2 a-f inclusive

No information held.

Question 3

TfW hold an asset lease to Rhondda Cynon Taff Council until the year 2199, who are responsible for the maintenance of the bridge. TfW own the land on which the bridge is built and crosses; over which an "easement of right constructing and maintaining for the use of the public [...] over the company's railway and land" is held between TfW and RCTCBC.

3a, b & c

Please see attached lease agreement.

Question 4

4 a

Please refer to the lease agreement attached.

4 b

No information held.

4 c

There are no incidents recorded as far back as the system goes relating to this footbridge.

Question 5

Please refer to the attached lease agreement.
Under Section 16 – The duty to advise and assist, you may wish to contact the council who may have further information to assist you.

Freedom of Information Request - Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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