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Date issued:  9th of October 2025

Freedom of Information Request 234/25

You asked us…

I would like to request any recorded information held by Transport for Wales regarding:

1. The original plans for the South Wales Metro involving Blackwood, including the Rail Linc 901 service and the proposed Pontypridd–Blackwood link.
1. Any decisions, consultations, or assessments that led to the withdrawal of the Rail Linc 901 service and the exclusion of Blackwood from current Metro developments.
1. Any future plans or proposals being considered to improve public transport connectivity between Blackwood and the rail network, including Ystrad Mynach and Pontypridd.

Clarification - In relation to question 1, I am referring to the South Wales Metro proposals that were publicly discussed around the time Transport for Wales took over the Wales & Borders rail franchise in 2018. These included the continuation of the Rail Linc 901 service between Blackwood and Ystrad Mynach, and a proposed new link between Blackwood and Pontypridd.

To assist with locating the relevant information, I am referencing the following documents:

1. South Wales Metro – Summary Brochure (2018)
Published by the Welsh Government, this document includes a Metro map showing Blackwood as part of the proposed network and outlines plans for integrated bus and rail services.
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/south-wales-metro-summary-brochure.pdf
1. South Wales Metro – Brochure (2018)
This more detailed companion to the summary brochure provides further context on the Metro’s development phases and corridor options, including those relevant to the Blackwood area.
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/south-wales-metro-brochure.pdf
1. Cardiff Capital Region Metro – Impact Study (2013)
This foundational report discusses early Metro planning, including strategic interventions for Blackwood, Pontypridd, and Ystrad Mynach, and highlights the importance of cross-Valley connectivity.
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/south-wales-metro-impact-study.pdf
1. South Wales Metro Project Page – Transport for Wales
This page outlines the Metro’s integrated transport vision and commitment to working with local authorities and bus operators.
https://tfw.wales/projects/metro/south-wales-metro




Continued…
RESPONSE

Question 1

This all predates TfW and is not held, with the exception of the South Wales Metro Page.
 
The TfW web page Future Developments section links to a future programme South Wales Metro: Emerging priorities and longer-term projects. TfW does not currently have remit or funding to develop and improve public transport connectivity between Blackwood and the rail network, including Ystrad Mynach and Pontypridd. The Corporate Joint Committee for SE Wales is developing a Regional Transport Plan and Delivery Plan for the next 5 years. This includes consideration of public transport infrastructure. 

Question 2

This was a decision by Caerphilly Council, who funded the provision of the Rail Linc 901 service, due to falling numbers and budget constraints. It needs to be directed to the Council with regards to consultations or assessments undertaken.

They can be contacted using this link -Request for information - Caerphilly County Borough Council

Question 3

The Bus Services (Wales) Bill was laid in the Senedd in March 2025 and is currently going through the scrutiny process. The Bill will allow the public sector to have a bigger say in how local bus services operate in Wales and introduce a franchising model for bus services, which will be rolled out regionally across Wales.  TfW will work with the Councils on a local and regional basis to develop the bus network in preparation for franchising, which is programmed for 2029/30 in South East Wales. This will be the opportunity to better co-ordinate bus services and look at opportunities to integrate with the rail network at strategic locations. 

We have no specific future plans or proposals currently being considered  to improve public transport connectivity between Blackwood and the rail network, however we have very much identified the need and done some early feasibility work on options. This work is covered in the attached reports and has been shared and engaged with the local authorities concerned and CCR.

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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