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Date issued:  5th of February 2026

Freedom of Information Request 20/26

You asked us…

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide the following information relating to the default 20mph speed limit policy in Wales:

1.      Any datasets held showing traffic volume or vehicle-miles travelled, broken down by road speed limit category (20mph, 30mph, 40mph and above), for the period 2018 to present.
2.      If no such datasets exist, please confirm this formally and state whether the absence of traffic-volume data was identified as a limitation during policy development or evaluation.
3.      Any internal analyses, technical reports, briefing papers or evaluations that assess the impact of the 20mph policy using casualty rates (e.g. casualties per vehicle-mile), rather than raw casualty totals.
4.      Details of any causal evaluation methods used to assess the policy (for example, difference-in-differences analysis, control area comparisons, or pre-trend matching), including any assumptions or limitations noted.
5.      Any emissions or fuel-consumption modelling used to justify the policy on climate or environmental grounds, including:

• the modelling methodology,
• assumptions about traffic flow and speed, • and whether the modelling is Wales-specific.

6.      Any documents setting out review criteria, rollback thresholds, or conditions under which roads may revert to 30mph, including post-implementation review schedules.

RESPONSE

Transport for Wales (TfW) has limited responsibilities in relation to the 20mph default speed limit on restricted roads. These responsibilities are:
· Data collection linked to some aspects of monitoring the 20mph speed limit, specifically traffic speeds, journey times, pedestrian and vehicle interactions at crossings and air quality (nitrogen dioxide).
· Data publication relating to the above 20mph data. All data published by Transport for Wales is available at: Default 20mph Speed Limit on Restricted Roads | Transport for Wales
· Compiling annual 20mph monitoring reports summarising relevant data from a variety of sources, including data sources for which Transport for Wales is not responsible. These reports are available at the above link.

TfW has no responsibilities in relation to:
· 20mph policy development and implementation – this is a Welsh Government policy, with Transport for Wales undertaking specific tasks as remitted by the Welsh Government.
· Evaluating the overall effectiveness of the 20mph default speed limit on restricted roads – the Welsh Government remains responsible.
· Data analysis relating to road collisions and casualties – this is undertaken by the Welsh Government and the latest publication is available at Police recorded road collisions: July to September 2025 (provisional) [HTML] | GOV.WALES

Question 1

TfW does not hold any comprehensive datasets showing traffic volumes or vehicle-miles travelled broken down by speed limit category. To collect this level of data would require a considerable increase in monitoring across the road network, including minor roads. 
TfW only holds data relating to traffic volumes on the specific roads that have been / are currently being monitored for the 20mph monitoring reports. This is a relatively small sample of roads with data available from 2021 or 2023 (depending on the site) onwards. Data held by TfW is published periodically and is available at Default 20mph Speed Limit on Restricted Roads | Transport for Wales.
Data on traffic volume or vehicle-miles travelled is available broken down by road classification (motorway, A county urban/rural, A trunk urban/rural, minor) and by local authority area. This data can be downloaded from:  Volume of road traffic by road classification and year and Volume of road traffic by local authority and year including trunk roads (billion vehicle kilometres) – this data is based on periodic surveys undertaken by the UK Department for Transport.

Question 2

TfW does not hold a dataset showing traffic volumes or vehicle-miles travelled broken down by speed limit category. TfW was not responsible for policy development and is not responsible for policy evaluation so cannot confirm whether this was identified as a limitation.

Question 3

TfW is not responsible for analysing data relating to road casualties. This remains the responsibility of the Welsh Government. TfW does not hold information on any internal analyses undertaken by the Welsh Government.
The Welsh Government publishes road casualty data at: Road | StatsWales and Police recorded road collisions: interactive dashboard | GOV.WALES. The latest publication is available at: Police recorded road collisions: July to September 2025 (provisional) [HTML] | GOV.WALES
TfW has presented a summary of published casualty information in section 3.6 of the latest 20mph monitoring report: Default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads | National monitoring report (July 2025) | Transport for Wales

Question 4

This question should also be directed to the Welsh Government as it is responsible for the overall 20mph policy evaluation, in particular for assessing the impacts on road casualties.
TfW is aware of the following causal methods being applied for other data that we either have had access to or have been responsible for collecting:
· A difference-in-differences analysis was used in the phase 1 trial areas during the 2021/22 academic year to assess the change in the proportion of children travelling to school by walking or cycling (active modes) in areas where the speed limit had been reduced from 30mph to 20mph, compared to schools in areas where a large-scale speed limit change had not taken place. This research was undertaken by Living Streets (published at end-of-project-report-20mph.pdf) and is summarised in the final phase 1 monitoring report published by TfW: Default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads Phase 1 areas | Transport for Wales - see report section 3.4. The key finding here was: “Over the remainder of the academic year, the proportion of journeys made by active travel increased at all schools. However, the increase was greatest at schools within the phase 1 areas, with active travel journeys to school increasing from 49% to 74%. This is a 51% increase in journeys or a 25 percentage point increase in the mode share for active travel. At schools in control locations, active travel journeys to school increased from 49% of journeys to 67%. This is a 37% increase in journeys or an 18 percentage point increase in the mode share for active travel.”
· Control area comparisons were used in analysing data for the phase 1 trial areas for (i) comparing pedestrian and vehicle interactions at crossings and (ii) air quality assessments. For both datasets the control areas were comparable locations where the speed limit had remained at 30mph. Information is available in the final phase 1 monitoring report published by TfW: Default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads Phase 1 areas | Transport for Wales. See section 3.3 for pedestrian and vehicle interactions and section 3.5 for air quality (nitrogen dioxide levels). A full technical document has also been published to explain the air quality assessments: 20mph Phase 1 - Air Quality Monitoring Report | Transport for Wales. 

In addition, TfW has analysed traffic speed data for some roads that have been reverted to 30mph. This analysis demonstrates the impact of the 20mph speed limit but in the reverse direction. See the ‘sites reverting to a 30mph speed limit section’ in the published July 2023 – September 2025 speed monitoring data: Vehicle speed monitoring data: July 2023 to September 2025 | Transport for Wales 

Question 5

TfW has no responsibilities in relation to 20mph policy justification. The Welsh 20mph Task Force Group Final Report July 2020 (available at Welsh 20mph Task Force Group) provides some commentary on the evidence relating to air quality (see page 10), including a reference to a 2017 study Twenty miles per hour speed limits: a sustainable solution to public health problems in Wales - PubMed. Any questions on the contents of the Welsh 20mph Task Force Group Final Report should be directed to the Welsh Government.
Post-implementation analysis of air quality in the Phase 1 trial areas has been published by TfW: 20mph Phase 1 - Air Quality Monitoring Report | Transport for Wales.

Question 6

TfW is aware of the following document published by the Welsh Government:

· Setting 30mph speed limits on restricted roads: guidance for highway authorities, updated 24 July 2024 - Setting 30mph speed limits on restricted roads: guidance for highway authorities | GOV.WALES

TfW has no responsibility for setting or reviewing highway speed limits.

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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