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Date issued:  10th of March 2026

Environmental Information Regulation Request 44/26

You asked us…

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 ingormation regarding the site known as the former Hutchings Freezer Centre, located in Ton Pentre, Rhondda (approximate grid reference SS 97196 95379).
Specifically, please provide the following:
1. Ownership Confirmation: Does Transport for Wales (TfW), or any subsidiary/associated body (e.g., TfW Rail Ltd), currently own the freehold or leasehold of this site?
2. Acquisition Details: If the site is owned by TfW, on what date was the purchase/transfer completed, and what was the recorded "purpose of acquisition" at the time of purchase?
3. Future Plans: Please provide copies of any internal or external reports, feasibility studies, or briefing notes held by TfW produced in the last 5 years or in near proximity to the purchase date that discuss the future use of this specific site (e.g., rail infrastructure, or disposal).
4. Meeting Minutes/Correspondence: Please provide records of minutes from meetings or correspondence (including emails) between TfW and Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council (RCTCBC) regarding the development or intended use of this site.
5. Valuation and Strategy: Any documents detailing why this specific location was identified as necessary for TfW’s strategic goals in the Rhondda area.

RESPONSE

Question 1

Referring to the acquisition details, Transport for Wales considers it has freehold title and is seeking to register this with HM Land Registry.

Question 2

The property was transferred to Transport for Wales from Network Rail in March 2020 as part of the Core Valley Lines (CVL) transfer. This site was not acquired, rather transferred as it belonged to the railway authroity prior to TfW taking ownership of the CVL.

Question 3

TfW hold no such reports or studies. TfW has taken advice from property consultants over the future disposal of the property informally (via email), although I'd imagine this would require redaction as full disclosure may prejudice our ability to derive best value from the disposal of the unit.

Question 4

No information held.

Question 5

No information held.

We hope this information is of use to you.

Yours sincerely,  
 
Transport for Wales

Appeal Rights
If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of Information at either Transport for Wales, 3 Llys Cadwyn, Pontypridd, CF37 4TH or freedomofinformation@tfw.wales. Your request must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter. If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. 
The Information Commissioner (ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".
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